
Welcome to the 
Supporting Student 

Success VLC



Agenda for Today

1. Greetings

2. Let’s hear from our esteemed Supporting Student Success: 

Foundations of Universal Design for Learning Specialists

3. Looking forward to the future



Thank you to our S3 Foundations of UDL 
Specialists for coming today!

Laura Holland
Natalie Dominguez
Michael Anderson
Rachael Montgomery



Your role today as we hear from our Specialists today:

Think of one concept that you 
want to try or made you think
“aha, that’s cool!”

Think of one question you have and
put it in the chat.



PRINCIPLE: 
REPRESENTATION

G3: BUILDING KNOWLEDGE

C3.1: CONNECT PRIOR 
KNOWLEDGE TO NEW 

LEARNING

WHAT I’M 

ALREADY DOING

WHAT I CAN ADD 

OR IMPROVE
TWO DAY 

CHECKPOINT

WHY CONNECTING 

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE?

• Start each class with Focus 

Activity & class discussion

• Concept Anchoring 

(visuals/money)

• Advanced organizers

• Pre-teach concepts/modeling

• Pre-survey

• Exit ticket

• IRL Math assignments

2/11

• PV Focus Activity

• Group Discussion of answer w/modeling

• Pre-teach KWLS 

• Whiteboard activity KW

• What is Place value lesson (concepts, visuals)

• Live Worksheet - partners

• IRL PV Word Cloud

• PV Practice assignment

2/13

• PV Focus Activity 

• Group discussion w/practice

• Pre-teach AI vocab; group discussion “where we 

use AI”

• Modeling AI activity for PV

• Student AI PV activity

• Diverse learners

• Learners that have the background 

knowledge but don’t recognize 

relevance

• Make math less intimidating

• Help students recognize what they 

already know when approaching 

concepts

• language barriers

GED MATH: PLACE VALUE
2/11 & 2/13

• Provide more variety in 

assessment strategies

• Mapping connections to upcoming 

instruction (looking ahead vs 

remember when)

• Partner discussion of focus 

activity before group discussion

• Background Knowledge Probe 

before new content• Group discussion AI Activity

• Whiteboard activity - L

• PV Practice assignment

• Student independent S assessment









A Twist: UDL Outside of the Classroom

How can AE staff/administrators 
utilize UDL?

Need: Website/Communication 
updates

- Always making phone calls 
- How can we direct 

students to our website?
- How do we increase 

accessibility to our 
website?



A Twist: UDL Outside of the Classroom Cont..

- Student survey created
- 19 participants
- 2 surveys ongoing at 

the same time

- Takeaways:
- Ask instructors to 

survey students in 
class

- Provide translations to 
survey ?’s



Integration of UDL
Design options for Perception:

- Represent a diversity of 
perspectives and identities 
in authentic ways

Design Options for Welcoming Interests 
& Identities:

- Address biases, threats, and 
distractions 



Integration of UDL
Design Options for Interaction:
- Vary and honor the methods 

for response, navigation, 
and movement



Next Steps
- Following up with marketing team to 

discuss translation options
- Current Polish/Spanish 

translations via google are 
outdated

- Include translation instructions 
for mobile devices on 
website/instruct during 
orientation/classrooms

- Continue to incorporate UDL in day to 
day operations & projects



Universal Design for 
Learning

Area of  Irregular Polygons by 
Michael D Anderson



Column: Design Multiple Means of  Engagement

• Row: Access: Welcoming Interests & Identities (guideline 7)

• Optimize choice and autonomy (consideration 7.1)

• Optimize relevance, value, and authenticity (consideration 7.2)

• Nurture joy and play (consideration 7.3)

• Address biases, threats, and distractions (consideration 7.4)



Why I Chose The Checkpoint Optimize 
Relevance, Value, and Authenticity 

(Consideration 7.2)
• I enjoy integrating student goals, both academic and professional, into the 

curriculum to ensure student interest and success

• I enjoy blending lessons that meet the ABE/ASE standards to future career 
growth exploration that build confidence in the curriculum among students 



Importance

• Students who perceive lessons as relevant to their personal and professional 
lives tend to have increased perseverance and retention

• Creates more authentic discussions that promote class activities and a sense 
of  community in the classroom

• Greater awareness of  the importance of  classroom lessons in everyday life



Objectives

• 2.MD.1 - Measure the length of  an object by selecting and using appropriate tools 
such as rulers, yardsticks, meter sticks, and measuring tapes.

• 2.MD.16 - Solve real world and mathematical problems involving perimeters of  
polygons, including finding the perimeter given the side lengths, finding an 
unknown side length, and exhibiting rectangles with the same perimeter and 
different areas or with the same area and different perimeters.

• 4.G.1 - Find area of  right triangles, other triangles, special quadrilaterals, and 
polygons by composing into rectangles or decomposing into triangles and other 
shapes; apply these techniques in the context of  solving real world and 
mathematical problems. 



Class Lesson and Activity

• One lesson I teach to incorporate UDL in my math class was solving for area of  
irregular polygons by practicing with measuring tape. I provide examples on the 
screen that we worked together as a class to practice with using area formulas. I 
then provided an engaging activity to measure the shape of  the classroom with a 
tape measurer to practice solving for areas by figuring out the measurement of  each 
side of  the room. This allowed students to work together and to practice their math 
by figuring out the sides and using that to discern the overall area of  the room. This 
also helped students perceive this math standard as more relevant as this knowledge 
could be used to help measure their own rooms and determine cost to replace 
carpeting or install hardwood flooring in their own homes.    



Exit Ticket/Homework

• I ask students to measure a room in their home and determine square 
footage. I then ask them to determine what the total cost of  replacing the 
flooring will be based on the cost of  new flooring material of  their choice per 
square foot.



Results

• Students genuinely enjoy practicing with math and are more engaged with 
teamwork to solve problems.

• They are also better equipped to solve area of  irregular polygons after being 
able to perceive the equations in ways that students could better relate to by 
practicing with it

• Students also regularly ask what other math lessons we could incorporate 
future real estate/DIY projects with!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1dY-QEV4V0
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