Patriot-Loyalist Debate Transcript

Loyalist: I’m wearing this stylish green uniform because I support his majesty King George III, our patron and protector.  The king takes good care of us colonists, keeping us safe from the Indians inhabiting the countryside, surrounding all our farms.  Not to mention the French, who would retake all of North America if they could.  (1)

Patriot: Protect us?  All the king does is tax us and spend the money on his needs in England.  We have no say in the government.  I say no taxation without representation.  (2)

Loyalist: Huh, well, even if that were true, and I can assure you it’s not, do you think it is wise to challenge the greatest navy in the world and perhaps the mightiest army as well – all to avoid some minimal taxes on tea and newspapers? (3)

Patriot: His army may be mighty, but in the thirteen colonies would rather fight for the freedoms to speak our minds, write what we want, and worship how we feel.  We have the ideals of liberty and justice to defend us. (4)    

Loyalist: Ha!  Would you really disrupt such favorable trade with the mother country all for some pie-in-the-sky ideals of liberty and justice?  Have you forgotten the expensive taste you have for the fine manufactured goods England has to offer like those nice wools and linens you are wearing?  Not to mention, paper, porcelain, glass, furniture, and of course, tea? (5)

Patriot:  Fie upon your tea!  We shall throw it in the water and end all trade with England.   They treat us unfairly and tax us without telling us how the money is to be used.  No longer tread on us or you shall have a war! (6)

Loyalist:  Well, I’d rather have one tyrant 1,000 miles away all the way over in England than over 1,000 tyrants less than a mile away.  I do not trust that you rebels will form any sort of functioning government, never mind a democratic one!  (7)

Patriot:  The days of tyrants is over!  We shall have a government elected by the people, for the people, that shall be elected democratically.  As for me and my family, give me liberty or give me death! (8)

Loyalist: That, sir, is crazy!   (9)
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