
Welcome to the 
Supporting Student 

Success VLC



Agenda

● Book Club Book and Structure Review

● Levia Loftus, book club member 

● Patricia McAuliffe-quote

● Clip from the author

● Mary Kanter-quote









Path A: The 
Historians

• Why did the US 
intentionally pick 
September instead of 
May 1st?
• How did the 
Haymarket Affair shape 
the global movement?

Path B: 
Anthropologists

• Why are the cultural 
tones so different 
(Protests vs. Barbecues)

• How do visual symbols 
from your sheet contrast 
between the days?

Path C: Modern
 Workplace

• What are the 
modern equivalents 
of the 8-hour workday 
battle today?

• Design a new 
holiday for modern 
workers—what does 
it feature?



Reporting 
Out Options 

You Decide 
How to 
Share Your 
Discussions

●The Facilitator: Asks the conversation questions and 
keeps the group on track.

●The Scribe/Note-Taker: Uses the Zoom whiteboard or 
shares a screen to type keywords or ideas.

●The Reporter(s): Presents a summary of the group's 
thoughts when returning to the main room using 
ussing one of these options:

●Option 1 (Oral): Unmute and share a 60-second 
summary aloud

●Option 2 (Text): Paste a pre-written bullet-pointed 
summary directly into the Zoom Chat

●.Option 3 (Visual): Screen-share the Zoom Whiteboard 
where they brainstormed their ideas.



From around the Club

Variability means that we need to be cognizant that we are 
working towards the goal and not change the means so much 
that we miss it. For example: if the goal is reading we can read 
various texts but we cannot listen to them and achieve that 
goal. However if the goal is comprehension then we can read, 
listen whatever we want. Firm goals means that lower students 
don't have lesser goals. Expert learners means growth mindset. 
This is the part of UDL that I am most enthusiastic about. 

-Mary Kanter



From around the Club

I am not in the classroom any more but I really liked Table 7-1: UDL 
Considerations for Minimizing Classroom Discussion Barriers. I know 
that I've tried methods to staying on task/not monopolizing 
conversations (Three Before Me is a big one) but the others are 
ones I would definitely use if I went back into the classroom.

Barrier UDL Considerations

Students do not stay on task or one 
student monopolizes the discussion.

Empower students to work with peers to 
decide upon rules for a discussion to 
ensure that everyone has equitable 
opportunities to participate in their 
group. 



Barrier UDL Considerations

Students are unprepared to contribute 
to the discussion

Provide options/choices for students to 
1. Complete anticipation guides
2. Review possible prompts before the 
discussion
3. Have students write questions as they 
review class resources so they have 
pre-prepared, low-risk opportunities to 
speak

Students lack language skills to 
participate effectively

1. Provide a work bank with 
content-specific vocabulary

2. Option to use sentence stems or 
sentence frames



This could be great, as adult educators sometimes have very specific curriculum 
or vocational outcomes, so this episode examines micro-flexibility and how you 
can be flexible even when using existing curriculum materials. 



If the goal is participating in academic discussions, students 
may benefit from sentence starters, rehearsal time, or visual 
supports. Supporting access is not the same as lowering 
expectations. Another strategy I talk about all the time is what I 
call explode the verbs. 

Often, curriculum materials include verbs like discuss, explain, 
analyze, compare, or reflect. But those verbs do not require a 
single pathway. For example, if students are expected to 
discuss an idea, this could happen through a turn and talk, a 
structured protocol, a digital discussion board, a small group 
conversation, or even collaborative annotation.



Thank you and see you at the next meeting! 

Thursday November 19 at 2:00
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